The World Above 30 MHz 24 May 2026

I do apologise for not having a program last weekend. A small HAMNET team were supporting the Gauteng Scouts Kontiki event at Arrowe Park in Benoni last weekend.

Onto the latest news on the Pico Balloons. 

ZS-1AFB was last reported to the NE of the Kerguelen Islands approximately halfway between the Kerguelen Islands and Australia on 18 May 2026 and has not been heard again. We wait in anticipation as it is not the first time that this balloon has not been spotted for a while flying around the Southern Hemisphere and previously ZS1ERZ-12 also behaved in a similar fashion. 
ZS1AFB has already completed 8 circumnavigations, been in flight for 132 days and covered a distance of over 314 thousand kilometres and spotted 2 999 times.

Stewart ZR1WT planned to launch ZR1WT-6 from George in the Southern Cape on Thursday 21 May, however the launch was delayed to Saturday 23 May due to the weather conditions. At the time of writing this program it appears as if the launch has again been delayed. We are holding thumbs that Stewart can get his next balloon launched soon.

ZS6SRC-36 that was launched from Secunda Secunda while HAMNET Mpumalanga were participating in an Emergency Services Exhibition has also met its demise after 6 days over the South Pacific Ocean. On 13 May 2026 the balloon rapidly started loosing altitude with the last spot reported at 23:36 UTC before going silent.

The amateur community continues to experiment with LoRa and the different applications that can be used with the LoRa modules.
As things develop, more and more is written about the experiments.
During one of the IARU Region 1 VHF Managers conference sessions there was a brief discussion on LoRa and the opinion was expressed not to increase the transmit power of the LoRa devices as the technology has been designed as low power modules and that time should rather be invested in improving the antennas connected to the modules. 

D. Prabakaran, VU3DXR has posted a very comprehensive and interesting article “DIY Antennas for LoRa and Meshtastic: A Complete Guide to 433, 868, and 915 MHz” on his website DXR Electronic Bits.
The full url is https://vu3dxr.in/diy-antennas-for-lora-and-meshtastic-a-complete-guide.
In the article he discusses different types of antennas that can be home built including information about recommended coaxial cables to use as well as the advantage of height.
While on his website take your time to explore all the other very interesting articles that he has written.

Just recently during an informal discussion with some of the HAMNET Provincial Directors a question came up about what technology we are going to settle on and move forward with, APRS, Meshtastic or Meshcore and which frequencies are we going to use. This is not a simple question to be answered. I initially gave a brief to our Gauteng technical team to do comparisons between APRS and Meshtastic to measure in a real world scenario. This was a challenge as we are looking at different technologies and different frequencies that are being used. While this brief was never completed due to various reasons it is even more difficult to answer than ever before. 

On Saturday afternoon, I indicated that we, HAMNET, should step back from LoRa, Meshtastic and Meshcore and focus on APRS as our core short messaging and tracking system for emergency use. Our priority is to become skilled at using existing communication technologies to provide efficient and effective emergency communications. Once we have proven our capabilities, then we can experiment with emerging technologies.

I had hardly uttered my words when I discovered an article that posses the question: “Will Meshtastic be the New APRS?”
The author, Michelle Huang, clearly makes a case that the one will not replace the other, but that they compliment each other. Meshtastic is a different way of propagating a message across a network. Another tool in the toolkit to be experimented with.
You can read the article at https://www.seeedstudio.com/blog/2026/05/08/will-meshtastic-be-the-new-aprs.

That is all for this week.

All the links mentioned here are in the text version of the program which is on the https://www.amsatsa.org.za/ website.

How about telling us about that exciting long distance contact that you have made on the VHF and above bands or about that project that you are working on in the VHF and above bands? Send me a consolidated report of your activity or project with any additional photos, audio or video clips to bjacobsza@gmail.com.

Remember by sharing your activities with us, allows us to tell the rest of the amateur community about your achievements and the more we promote the activity on the VHF and above bands the better chance we have of encouraging more amateurs to explore the world above 30 MHz.

This program is compiled, edited and presented for Amateur Radio Today by Brian Jacobs ZS6YZ.
